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Shari Rightmer’s Up Cycle Aquaponics farm and show room is revolutionizing traditional farming methods by growing 
tasteful, pure produce using 95 % less water and 75-95% less energy. Uniquely, the produce is grown without dirt. It is 
grown and nourished by a symbiotic relationship between fish, air, sunlight, plants, and water. Essentially, the fish’s 
effluents fertilize the crops, and the crops filter a sustainable environment for the fish. Up Cycle Aquaponics is helping to 
provide awareness of this innovative and highly efficient way of growing crops. Shari believes in gaining the trust of 
individuals through transparency and envisions expanding to offer more varieties and greater quantities to the local 
communities. 

Shari’s showroom will leave you with an everlasting impression and so will her story. Shari was married to a rock star 
and lived a glamorous Beverly Hills life. However, after the loss of her husband, she lost herself, and almost everything 
else. For months Shari lived in a Bakersfield homeless center; bunk number 11 was hers. At her most vulnerable point in 
her life with little self-esteem, and an overwhelming feeling of unworthiness Shari rose to her circumstances. When she 
was looking for sympathy she received an awakening. She asked “how long will I be homeless for?” and the answer, 
“When you’re ready to not be homeless.” Shari, in this moment found strength from within.  

After 5 months of calling the homeless center “home”; with the help of government housing assistance she was able to 
establish herself. It took patience and diligence but after 4 years Shari reestablished a good credit score and effectively 
budgeted her funds which enabled her to purchase her own home for her and her son.  

Shari has rediscovered her childhood passions for nature, food, and innovation, and after researching Aquaponics Shari 
knew it was her calling to spread awareness, and provide her community with a taste for innovation. This was the 
conception of the Up Cycle Aquaponics show room.  

Shari had to overcome many trials before she could achieve her dreams. After spending four months on her loan 
application, Shari was rejected in less than 5 seconds. With the help of MCSC Consultant Linda Miles and CSUB-SBDC 
Consultant Jay Thompson, Shari received the support she needed to persevere, which she described as, “so perfect in 
the way that they delivered every leap with me.” Even the brief conversations and guidance she received from MCSC 
Program Director, Chuck Jehle, was a huge help in reaffirming her confidence and belief that the “possibilities are 
endless”.  Shortly thereafter, Shari was awarded a $50,000 microloan from the US Agricultural Department.   

In February 2017 Shari hosted the grand opening of her showroom. Approximately 100 people were in attendance and 
were able to learn the importance, quality, and tastefulness that comes from organic farming. Shari’s story is a unique, 
yet inspirational testimony to an “unlimited possibility’ mentality. And attests to the significance of consistent support 
and mentorship. MCSC’s Women’s Business Center is proud to continuously assist in Shari’s successful journey as an 
entrepreneur.  


